Pasadena Public Health Department

Administration

Memorandum

To: Public Safety Committee
From: Takashi Wada, MD MPH, Director/ Health Officer
cGC: Stephanie DeWolfe, Assistant City Manager

Date; July 15,2008
Re: Dog spay and neutering

On March 10, 2008, the Pasadena City Council directed the City Attorney's Office to draft an ordinance
requiring the spaying and neutering of pit bulls and pit bull mixes in the City of Pasadena. The
prepared ordinance was scheduled to be heard for first reading on May 5, 2008; however, the item was -
held and staff was directed to follow up with additional information to be presenied at a future Pubiic

Safety Committee meeting.

The primary question to staff was whether it was feasible and desirable to extand the mandatory spay
and neuter requirement to all dogs in Pasadena, rather than focus on specific breeds. The challenge
with breed specific regulation is in defining and identifying breeds, especially those of mixed pedigrees.
In the draft ordinance prepared by the City Attorney’s Office, the responsibility for determining the breed
of a particular dog is left to the City Poundmaster. In Pasadena, this entity is the Pasadena Humane
Society. While identifying breeds can be difficult, there are several reasons why the initial agenda
report focused on pit bulls and pit bull mixes.

First, pit bulls and pit bull mixes disproportionately occupy space in the Humane Society impound and
records indicate that they are seldom adopted by the public. While no specific breed of dog can be
labeled as inherently more dangerous, several of the more well publicized incidents, including attacks in

" Pasadena and San Francisco, involved pit bull breeds. San Francisco implemented a pit bull specific
gpay and neuter program with success. Second, Pasadena does not have the capacity o spay and
neuter the increased volume of animals should the ordinance be immediately extended to all dog
breeds. This would result in the pit bull owners having to compete with all dog owners for scarce
appointments, thus delaying the intended focus on pit bull overpopulation. Lastly, the Pasadena
Humane Society would require @ significant increase in their animal control contract in order to
accommodate the increased staffing and operational costs associated with enforcing the ordinancs.
While there are a minimal number of legitimate breeders of pit bulls, there are a large number of show
dogs of other breeds that would be submitted for exemptions. The process of vefifying pedigree
information, show dag registration, and inspecting breeding quarters is time intensive. The attached
document from the Pasadena Hurane Society details the costs involved in enforcing a new spay and
neuter requirerment in Pasadena.

Extending the propased mandatory spay and neuter ordinance to all dog breeds is feasible, but would
require an additional significant cost to the city.
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Pasadeny Humane Sociery & SPCA
361 South Raymond Avenne
Pasadena, California 21165

626/792-7131
www.phsspéa.org

FIT RULL INFOX MATION FOR PASADENA CITY ORDINANUE CHANGE

Mo Fusadend §bwnane Seciewy & SPUA suppons the Ciry of Pasaduni in i3 eTTofs 1 Joaramey
guitic satery. o dthough the ordinanee before City Council is specitic 1o pir bulls and pirr bull
niver. the Pasaiena Hlomane Society (eels that the City ol Pasadena would be bost scived by sn
avctinance that meludes atl breeds and mixes. '

Field Hervices

One of the excepriond PUryRant 1o Section 5.19.040) 1s that Pir buall owners obtain a Breedmg Pesmiz irom
e Pasadena Public Reallh Department., Pursuant to Section 9.1 0 {10 when & dog owner applies for a
Treuding Pernuit our officers would be required o visit the dog owner's address o venly tha the
applicant has adequate space in which 1o breed Pit bulls and raise the puppies, and thai we (PHS) are
werisficd that such space will contain the anirials as well ag provide them whh safe, sanitary, and hurnane
-onditiana. Secton 2.19.080 would also require tha onee the permit has been approved. our officers
conguet fotlow-p visits 1o the address (o epsure cominued compliance wirh the ordinarce.

Lneteriaiing such rusic wouldh require that PHES hire an additional Animal Controel (hwer, an
pursisse 2 porishic eommUnications vadio for the officer, PSS would alo ueed 1o purchase an
whistional proloe-up 2nck, alomy with the animal iruaspert bed, teuck cadio wnd cliwrgeney fighi-

b,

Anirnal Control Officer $35,000

wsw portable radio £5.000

few prck-up truck 27,000

aninnl mansport bed $15,000

rruek radio, and emérgensy light-bar $10.000
Set up Cost Year One $95,000
Recurring (oSt $35,000

Pasadens Pir Boll Population

sverag vl ot P Bty 2000-2007 = 18 duys

Svorigs o rumber of P Bulls impounded = 340

s ennrpes $20.00 per day for boarding -

Expocied merease m frpounided Phr Bulls = 15% = 51 (total rumber of irnpounds) = 39U
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_ #

Boarding ees:

31 1e apeciud inerease pit buils impounded} x 18 days =918 days
RE0 per duy % 918 days = £18,360

Cost of Care
$25 per animal
51 K §25= 31275

Furthanasia Feés: .
51 % .305 taverage e pit bulls suthanized) =15.55
30,00 (cuthanasia fee) x 15.5 = 5466 .

Sraffing . ’

New Health Statf Member £30,000

Part time Adoprion Staff $18,000

Earioiated Total Care in Shelter:

S 18,500 Sheher & Food

SA00 Ruthanagia

%1 3040 : vaceines & standard care

w34, 00 additionat health technician.

218,000 additional part time adoption counselior
TOTAL 79,300

Pubiic Spay/Neucer Program (SNiP PROGRAM) '

Ty 2007, 64 pit bulls and pit bull mixes were bdoked for surgery through the SNiP program. A cursory
revigw shows that this is the 2™ most popular Jarge breed dog hooked in—the first it Labrader of Jah
mixes. The cost of a neuter is $63 and a spay is $127 if there are no complications. A dog that is
cryptorchid, in heat, pregnant or overweight also cosis more because the surgery i< longer and more '
difficult. E )

41 thie time PHS 15 booked 6-8 weeks ou.

The estiniates helow assume that thee population of animals in the shelter is & sample of the dog
populaiion as i whole,

Pasadens Populauon ‘ 147,000
AVMA Est of Dogs per Pop. 37.20%
Est Number of Dogs -~ : a7.616
Percenizge of Pit Bulls 16%
Egt Number ot Pit Bulls 5,920
Pecemage of Infact Pit Bulls 44%
Ent Number of intact Pit Bulls 2,596

Average cost to spay estitnated number of intact pit bulls @ $100 per surgery is $259,600.

The Pasadena Humane Society currently does not have the facilities available to serve the
spay/meuter needs of the general public. The cost of sterilization surgery depends upon e
velerinarian, vlinie and health of the animal. The general cost for a healthy anirnal can run
Leiween $100 %500,
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