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Brief summary of original bill: 
 
Provides that local jurisdictions may not prohibit possession of a particular breed of dog, declare a breed 
of dog to be dangerous or potentially dangerous, or impose other requirements associated with possession 
of specific dog breeds, unless a reasonable exemption process is maintained. 
 

 
H-1189.1 makes the following changes to the original bill: 
 
• Removes provisions that would allow a local jurisdiction to impose breed-specific restrictions as long 

as the jurisdiction maintains a reasonable process for exempting a dog upon its passage of a canine 
behavioral test. 

• Provides that local jurisdictions are not prohibited from imposing restrictions on dangerous and 
potentially dangerous dogs that apply equally to all breeds.  

 



AN ACT Relating to breed-based dog regulations; adding a new1
section to chapter 16.08 RCW; creating a new section; and providing2
an effective date.3

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHINGTON:4

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 1.  (1) A number of local jurisdictions have5
enacted ordinances prohibiting or placing additional restrictions on6
specific breeds of dogs. While the legislature recognizes that local7
jurisdictions have a valid public safety interest in protecting8
citizens from dog attacks, the legislature finds that a dog's breed9
is not inherently indicative of whether or not a dog is dangerous and10
that the criteria for determining whether or not a dog is dangerous11
or potentially dangerous should be focused on the dog's behavior.12

(2) The legislature further finds that breed-specific ordinances13
fail to address the factors that cause dogs to become aggressive and14
place an undue hardship on responsible dog owners who provide proper15
socialization and training. The legislature intends to encourage16
local jurisdictions to more effectively and fairly control dangerous17
dogs and enhance public safety by focusing on dogs' behavior rather18
than their breeds.19
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NEW SECTION.  Sec. 2.  A new section is added to chapter 16.081
RCW to read as follows:2

(1) A city or county may not prohibit the possession of a dog3
based upon its breed, impose requirements specific to possession of a4
dog based upon its breed, or declare a dog dangerous or potentially5
dangerous based on its breed.6

(2) Nothing in this section prohibits a city or county from7
imposing restrictions on dangerous and potentially dangerous dogs8
that apply equally to all breeds. A city or county may document a9
dog's breed or its physical appearance, or both, solely for10
identification purposes when declaring a dog dangerous or potentially11
dangerous.12

(3) For the purpose of this section, "dog" means a domesticated13
member of the family canidae, specifically species Canus lupus14
familiaris, and excludes nondomesticated members of the family15
canidae and any hybrids thereof, including but not limited to wolves,16
coyotes, wolf-dog hybrids, and coyote-dog hybrids.17

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 3.  This act takes effect January 1, 2020.18

--- END ---
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